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Mitzva 4: To Make a Calendar

VTN YITP NIXN
Mitzva 4: To Make a Calendar

Keep the holidays in the proper seasons
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Chasidic Insights

The essential aspects of our Jewish Leap Year have been discussed on various occasions.
One point, which cannot be overemphasized, is particularly relevant at this time of year. It
has to do with the Torah concept of time.

Normally, the lunar year, (which is the basis of our Luach, the Jewish calendar) lags behind
the solar year by about eleven days. In order that our festivals should occur in their due
season (Pesach in the spring; Succos in the autumn, etc.) the time lag is made good by the
inclusion of an extra month every two or three years. This makes an Ibbur Year, which not
only evens out the score, but surpasses the solar year by as many as eighteen, nineteen,
or twenty days, as the case may be.

While the Ibbur Year is a recurring phenomenon involving highly intricate calculations, and
details that affect Jewish life in totality, it also provides a simple object lesson. Every Jew
has been endowed with the capacity to recoup and complete those "lost" days which, for
one reason or another, have not been fully utilized in terms of Yiddishkeit, Torah
and Mitzvos.

This means, in effect, that a Jew has the spiritual strength to make himself "master over
time." Indeed, he can gain mastery over time not only in terms of the present and the
future, by setting for himself the highest standards of conduct, but he can also rectify his
past.

(Part of a letter from the Lubavitcher Rebbe, dated 11th of Tishrei, 5749 [September 22, 1988])



